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S^tdjt Silent No More wtT&l Foul Find Icy t£ft\£fiifjdM 

False stereotypes can hide the truth from people of any age At the age of 
six, my introduction to Islam got off to a bad start, whill attending 
presbyterian Sunday school in Jacksonville,! 1 1 inois I was misled about 
Muslims and their religion and I harbored the misinformation untill middle 
age. 

Our teacher a kindly volunteer who served faithfully for years told us 
that uneducated primitive, violent people lived in desert areas of the holy land 
and worshiped a 'strange GOD' in one of my earlist childhood re collections, I 
remember that she culled them Muhammaduns and kept repeating, 'they 
aren't like us' As she talked, we played in a large sandbox, moving into 
d iff rent positions miniature likenesses of plain tress, camles, tent and 
nomadic people. 

Her comments stuck in my memory. For most of my life I held a vision of 
nmhamniadans as alien, ignorant, threatning people. Like many Americans 
today, my teacher innocently repealed misinformation she had acquired from 
other poorly informed people. She recited to our class what she belived to be 
the truth in eluding the misnomer muhammadans'. I do not believe she 
intended to instill misinformation or defame Islam. She simply lacked the 
facts. 

Silent No More: Confronting America's False Images of Islam by Paul 
Findley printed by Amna publications Maryland U.S.A 2043 
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TO explain Muhammad's .success, the legends claimed that he had heen a 
magician who had concocted false 'miracles' to take in the credulous Arabs 
and destroy the church in Africa and the Middle East. One tale spoke of a 
white bull had terrorized the population and which finally appeared with the 
Qu'ran, the scripture which Muhammad had to the Arah, floating 
miraculously between its horns. Muhammad was also said to have trained a 
dove to peck peas from his ears so that it looked as thought the Holy Spirit 
were whispering into them. His mystical experiences were explained away by 
the claim that he was an epileptic .which at that time was tantamount to 
saying that he was possessed by demons. His sexual life was dwelt on in 
prurient detail: he was credited with every perversion known to men and was 
said to have attracted people into his religion by encouraging them to indulge 
their basest instincts. There was nothing genuine in Muhammad's claims: he 
had been a cold-blooded impostor who had taken in nearly all his own people. 
Those of his followers who had seen through his preposterous ideas had kept 
quiet because of their own base ambition. The one way that western 
Christians could explain Muhammad's compelling and successful religious 
vision was to deny its independent inspiration: Islam was a breakaway form 
of Christians, the heresy of all heresies. It was said that one Sergius, an 
heretical monk, had been rightly force to flee Christen dom and had met 
Muhammad Arabia, where he had coached him in his distorted version of 
Christianity .Without the sword, 'Muhammadanism* would never have 
flourished: Muslims we still forbidden discussing religion freely in the Islamic 
empire. But Muhammad had come to a fitting end: during one of his demonic 
convulsions he had been torn apart by herd of pigs. 

Some details of this fantasy reflect Christian anxieties about their own 

emergent identity. (Muhammad A Biography of the Prophet by Karen Armstrong 
Paj;e:2G/27 Published in 2(H) I by Phoenix press London I 
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The period of the Crusades When the fictional Mahound was established, 
also a time of great strain and in Europe. This is graphically expressed in the 
phobia about Islam. < Muhammad a Biography of the Prophet, Page. 27 1 



Dante still cannot allow Muhammad an independent religious vision. He 
is a mere schismatic, who had broken away from the parent faith. The 
scatological imagery reveals the disgust that Islam inspired in the Christian 
breast, but it also depicts the split in the western .psyche, which sees 'Islam' 
as an image of everything in itself which it cannot digest. The fear and hatred, 
which is a complete denial of the loving message of Jesus, also represent a 
deep wound in the integrity of Western Christianity. \ Miihinnnuitl a Biography of 
(he Prophet, I'ase: 29J 

Peter had written his own treatise, which addressed the Muslim world 
gently and with affection: I approach you, as men often do with arms but 

with words; not with force but with reason, not in hatred but in love I love 

you .loving you, I write to you, writing to you I invite you to salvation.' but 
the title of this treatise was summary of the Whole Heresy of the Diabolic sect 
of the Saracen. Few real Muslim, even if they were able to read the Abbot of 
Cluny's Latin text, find such an approach Sympathetic Even the kindly 
Abbot .who demonstrated his opposition to the fanaticism of his time on other 
occasion ,showed sings of the schizophrenic mentality of Europe vls-224-vis 
Islam. When King Louis VII of France led the second Crusade to the Middle 
East in 1147, peter wrote to him saying that he hoped he would kill as many 
Muslims as Moses) sic) and Joshua had killed Amorites and Canaanites. 

(Miihiiiiinuitl h llio'jrjijiln hi! I lit I'rnnlui. I 'sine: _\\\i.\\) 
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At the end of the thirteenth century, the Dominican scholar Rice old o da 
Mont Croce traveled in Muslim countries was impressed by the quality of the 
piety he saw: Muslims put Christian to shame, he wrote. But when he 
returned home to write the Disputatio contra saracenos ET Alchoranum, he 
simply repeated the old myths, I Muhammad A Biography of the Prophet, Page 32) 

Su^d^i- Kiccoldo da Monte Croce Jt>t&!iSik£ff£4$J<*fJ[Xj£ 

Disputatio Contra Saracenos Adtbcf>^\Jl^d^^f/^[^U£teS%l 
ifftrtjf) Sj\/ t diJ^ if }i£\3^ £(fr\jLijQ\f ^Xfc^fiL et Alchoranum 



Islam to the threshold of Europe, John of Segovia pointed out that a new 
way of coping with the Islamic menace had to be found. It would never be 
defeated by war or conventional missionary activity. He began work on a new 
translation of the Qu'ran, collaborating with a Muslim jurist from 
Salamanca. He also proposed the idea of an international conference, at 
which there could be an informed exchange of views between Muslims and 
Christians. John died in 1458, before either of his projects had been brought 
to fruition, but his friend Nicholas of Cusa had been enthusiastic about this 
new approach. In 1460 he written the crib ratio Alchoran (This Sieve of the 
Qu'ran), which was not conducted on the usual polemical lines but attempted 
the systematic literary, historical and philological examination of the text that 
John of Segovia had considered essential. During the Renaissance, Arabic 
studies were and this cosmopolitan and encyclopedic approach led some 
scholars to a more realistic assessment of the Muslim world and to an 
abandonment of cruder Crusading attitudes. But as in the Middle Ages, the 
growing appreciation of the facte was not enough to neutralise the old image 
of hatered, which had such a powerful hold on the VVesten imagination. 
I Mulnirnmiicl a Khi^rapln ollhi- PrupJu't by Kiirtn Armstrong I'iW .*? Published in 2IHH 
by Phoenix press Lnnclnii) 
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Even thought d Herbelot was aware of the proper name of the religion, he 
continued to call it 'Mohummadun' because that was the name that 'we 1 use; 
similarly the Christian world could still see the prophet only in its own 
distorted way as an inferior version of 'us'. 1 Muhammad a Biii^rauhv or Hie 
Prophet, Page 36) 

*i$^\Jitf$'j£^\i-iJ\J?$,t\<z-(\.£ £(Mtfj D.HerbeIot f A 

But so entrenched was the old prejudice that many of these writers could 
not resist giving the prophet a gratuitous swipe occasionally, demonstrating 
that the traditional image was not dead. Thus Simon Ockley described 
Muhammad as 'a very subtle and crafty man, who put on the appearance 
only of those good qualities ,while the principles of his soul were ambition and 
lust 1 George Sale agreed in the introduction to his translation that 'It is 
certainly one the most convincing proofs that mobammadanism was no other 
then a human invention, that it owes its progress and establishment almost 
entirely to the sword. (Muhammad A Biography of the Prophet, Page: 37) 

J- Simon Okley JLs\^^^t>-^yi^t)/{f\^i\iji\^/iiZ\S^^\U'^^\/ i 
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In 1741 in his drama Mahomet or fanaticism, Voltaire had been a hie to 
take advantage of the current prejudice to use Muhammad as an example of 
all the charlatans who have enslaved their people to religion by means of 
trickery and line: finding some of the old legends insufficiently scurrilous, he 
hud blithely made some of his own. Even Gibbon had little time for 
Muhammad himself, arguing that he had lured the Arabs to follow him bait 
of loot and sex. As for the Muslim belief in the inspiration of the Qu'ran. 
Gibbon loftily declared it an impossible position for the truly civilized men. 
(Muhammad V HU>nnmln ufihe Prophet, Psifte 37) 

jLtt—AtLj** \ji Mahomet or Fanaticim ^jA^ r \iJ.\S^\C( f \l^f^ a 
J*,f>L.\J\S&J\,j£ Gihbon tf? *?-[$& f$ i-XiLfie-iSjlitJkiisdfif^ 

't- if fd/^J^i t*\ </< rf a* J^ f& u& \s^ *&" » Z/^ (Jtrf «fcr* 

Today the Muslim world associates Western imperialism and Christian 
missionary work with the Crusades. They are not wrong to do so. (Muhammad 
Biography of the Prophet, Page: 4Q) 
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JLi^ ' i{tif\tf\titfi?f\fj Muhammad The Enemy ^fttfwLL/lji^lXc&ljL 
It has no apparent structure, no sustained argument or organizing. 

(Muhammad a Prophet for nur time bv Karen Armstrong Page: 58 Print by Harper Press 
Limdon. 20061 

They linked passages that initially seemed separates and integrated the 
different strands of the text, as one verse delicately qualified and 
supplemented others, (Mohammad hrophet for our time Page: 59) 



-'■U!o U^ Muhammad Prophet for our Time — C^'lT^ <z-&\f Ju 

One day, Tabari continues, Muhammad was sitting beside the kabah with 
some of elders, reciting a new Surah, in which Allah tried to reassure his 
critics: Muhammad had not intended to cause all this trouble, the divine voice 
insisted; he was not deluded inspired by a jinni; he had experienced a true 
vision of the divine and of the divine and was simply telling his people what 
he had seen and heard. But then, to his surprise, Muhammad found himself 
chanting some verses about the three 'daughters of God': 'Have you, and then 
ever considered what you are worshipping in Al-lat and Al-uzza, as well as 
Manat, the third, the other? 

Immediately the Quraysh sat up and listened intently. The loved goddesses 
who mediated with Allah on their behalf. ' These are the exalted gharaniq. 
'Muhammad continued, 'whose intercession is approved. 

Tabari claims that these words were put his lips by the shay tan ('tempter'). 
This is very alarming notion to Christian, who regard Satan as a figure of 
monstrous evil .The Quran is certainly familiar with the story of the fallen 
angel who defied God: it calls him Iblis (a contraction of the Greek diabolos: 
'devil' ), But the shay Ian who inspired this gracious compliment to the 
goddesses was far less threatening creature. Shavian were simply a species of 
jinni; they were' tempters' who suggested the empty, facile, and self-indulgent 
yearnings that deflected humans from the right path. Like all jinn, the 
shaytan were ubiquitous, mischievous, but not on a par with the devil. 
Muhammad had been longing for a peace with the Quraysh; he knew how 
devoted they were to goddesses and many have thought that if he could find a 
way of incorporating the gharaniq into his eligion, they might look more 
kindly on his message. When he recited the rogue, verses, it was his own 
desire talking-not Allah-and the endorsement of the goddesses proved to be a 
mistake. Like any other Arab, he naturally attributed his error to a shaytan. 

(Muhammad Prophet Tor our time Page: 69. 70,71) 
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These are the exalted gharaniq', Muhammad continued, 'whose 
intercession is approved. (Muhammad Prophet fur uur lime l'sim- "in 

Muhammad had been longing for a peace with the Quraysh; he knew how 
devoted they were to goddesses and many have thought that if he could find a 
way of incorporating the gharaniq into his religion, they might look more 
kindly on his message. (Muhammad Prophei for uur lime Page: 701 
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In the West, some scholar have assumed that this refers to the now 

notorious incident of the so called Satanic verses 1 when they say, 

Muhammad had made a temporary' concession to polytheism. iMuhmumad h 
ttiography of the Prophet. Page: 110) 

We have to be clear here that many Muslims believe this story to be 
apocryphal. They point out that there is no clear reference to it in the Qu'ran 
that it is not mentioned by Ibn Ishaq in the earliest and most reliable account 
of Muhammad's life or in the great collection of tradition (ahadifh) about 
Muhammad which was compiled in the ninth century by Bukhari and 
Muslim. Muslim does not reject tradition simply because they could be 
interpreted critically, but because they are insufficiently attested. Western 
enemies of Islam', however .seized upon it to illustrate Muhammad's manifest 
insincerity: how could men who change the divine Word to suit himself be a 
true prophet? Surely any genuine prophet would be able to distinguish 
between a divine a satanic inspiration ? Would a man of God tamper with his 
revelation merely to attract more converts? (Mu ham mud a Biography of the 
Prophet, Page: 111) 

i-xUforfWyt^Aif/ifti- u^ fin <£ ~/* \$-^u? >r^ &f 6/ 
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Rut this story is in conflict with other tradition and with the Qu'ran itself. 

iMuluimmiKl a Kinj-rtiph)' ul'lln.' l'ruphi-1. Page: 113) 

I .at it we shall see the Quraysh asking Muhammad to make a monolatrous 
compromise: he could worship al-I.lah alone and they would worship their 
ancestral deities as well as High God. But Muhammad always refused . 

I Muhammad a ISiiigraplij ul Hit- I'mphel. t'sifte: 11?) 
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'Overnight Muhammad hud become the enemy.' i Muhammad Prophet For our 
1 'imp I'age: 75) 

It must have been vary difficult indeed fur the Muslims, brought up in 
the jahili spirit, to practice hilm and turm the other cheek. Even Muhammad 
sometime had to struggle to maintain his composure. (Muhammad Prophet for 
our Time Page: 81 ( 

Quran shows that some of the Emigrants found the very idea of fighting 

distasteful But Muhammad was not discouraged, i Muhammad Prophet Tor our 
Time PB®K 127} 

^LAf>^fc&y)*^i$tfj%tf'\te£irf2-ct2\f£f^-t\f>d'i} 

But Muhammad had embarked upon a dangerous course. He was living in 
a chronically violent society and he saw these raids not simply as a means of 
bringing in much- needed income, but as a way of resolving his quarrel with 
the Qiiniyshh. I Muhammad Pruphel tor nur lime Page: 129) 

'Muhammad was not a pacifist.' {Muhammad Prophet Fur Our Time Page: 137) 



'He had wanted to cut the cycle of violence and dispossession, not continue 
it,' Mu hum mud Prophet For Our Time Page: 151 1 

/y»*u* £ t/&*jfij? * /&J& ? ^ -^u cz/'-i? ^ j^ ^> 4- j»i j^ $ 

Even in Muhammad's own time smaller Jewish groups remained in 
Medina after 627 and were allowed to live in peace with no further reprisals. 

iMuhummHd A Biography of the I'ni|ilii't, Page: 2Wi\ 

It was nearly time to make good on Abu Sufiya's parting shot after Uhud:' 
'Next year at Radar!' but Muhammad was playing a very dangerous game. He 
had to make a show of strength. (Muhammad Prophet for our Time Page: 151 ) 

He had staged a defiant show of strength, which, it was hoped, would bring 
the conflict to an end .Change was eoming to this desperate, primitive society, 
but for the time being , violence and killing on this scale were the norm. 

I Muhammad Prophet Kor Our Time Page: 162) 

jtf j&i(bi)&\Sf*&J f s^Lfytftfi^ii^f &Ji&j?£^/)r\Sj9 



'Muhammad issued a general amnesty.' (Muhammad Prophet For Our Tim* 
Page; KM) 

During the last five years, many Muslims had died Tor their religion; others 
had risked everything and given up family and friends. Yet now Muhammad 
had calmly handed the advantage back to the Quraysh, and the pilgrims must 
agree to go home meekly, without even forcing the pilgrimage issue the treaty 
assaulted every single jahili instinct (Muhammad Page: 184] 

Muslims were not supposed to be ment of war; they were characterized by 
the Spirit of hi I m. (Muhammad Vn^v: I8M> 

C *fr*4 Jit </p <f *> -L ^fj&t *ij t&*Jc>*,ftf& $J$ &*- o^ 

It was not violence and self-assertion ,but the spirit of mercy courtesy and 
tranquility that would cause the uinniah to grow. (Muhammad Page: 190) 

On the astonishment of the quraysh, the entire pilgrim throng left the city 
that night in good order. There were no loud protests, no attempt to repossess 
their old homes. (Muhammad Page: 194) 
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of}\jfijy\&\>f$l/fo>M${<JFfa*'jy&y) The Satanic Verses LitA^ 

It has been difficult for Western people to understand the violent Muslim 
reaction to Salman Rushdie's fictional portrait of Muhammad in The Satanic 
Verses. It seemed incredible that a novel could inspire such murderous 
hatred, a reaction which was regarded as proof or the incurable intolerance of 
Islam. It was particularly disturbing for people in Britain to learn that the 
Muslim communities in their own cities lived according to different, 
apparently alien values and were ready to defend them to the death . 
(Muhammad a liiographv nf the Prophet Page: 21) 
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When Ayatullah Khomeini issued his infamous fatwa against Rushdie and 
his publisher, this western prejudice became even more blatant. 

In 1990, when I was writing this hook, nobody in Britain wanted to hear 
that almost exactly a month after the fatwa, at a meeting of the Islamic 
Congress, forty-four out of the forty-five member states condemned the 
Ayatollah's ruling as unlslaniic - leaving Iran out in the cold. Very few 
Western people were interested to hear that the Sheikhs of Saudi Arabia, the 
Holy Land of Islam, and the prestigious al-A/har madrasah in Cairo had also 
declared that the fatwa contravened Islamic law. [Muhammad a Biography oft ho 
I *ri n i] in : . r.i £v: I ] < 
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f*e-k\ The Center of the Storm ^L^ George Tenet ^f(jT(/>T>l) J> 

jy&id^izhb J^<C *s//1i 

Albright asked me to visit the chairman and try to persuade him to come 
hack to the table, 

I went to Arafat's cabin and told him that the Israelis would never again 
extend an olive branch like this of I reminded him of how much the president 
had done to move the peace process forward 'Now;' I said; 'you have to come 
back to the table/ I asked him directly if he was willing to negotiate. If not; it 
was time for everyone to go home. To my surprise, the chairman immediately 
agreed. {At the Center of the Storm by George Tenet Page: 75 76 & published by Harper 
collins. Newy or k 21)117) 



All of these people knew how much 9/11 had struck at the core of each of 
us CIA. They'd been there they'd shared our same fears; they knew that each 
of the thousands of dead of was a personal defeat for us. And I'm sure they 
would have understood as well as anyone outside CIA the reaction so many of 
us -— — at the leadership level and in the ranks — — had in the hours and 
days immediately after the attack .We're going to run these bastards down no 
matter where they are, we told ourselves. We're going to lead, and everybody 
else is going to follow. And that's what we set out to do. (At the Center of the 
Sturm by George Tenet, Page: 174) 
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On September 13, Rich Armitage invited Pakistani ambassador Maleeha 
Lodhi and Mahmood Ahmed, the Pakistan intelligence chief, who was still in 
Washington, over to the state Department and dropped the hammer on them. 
The time for fence-sitting was over. There would be no more games. George 
Bush had said in his 9/11 address to nation that the United States would make 
no distinction between terrorists and the nations that protected them. 
Pakistan was either with us or against us. Specifically, Armitage demanded 
that Pakistan begin stopping al-Qa'ida agents at its border, grant the United 
states blanket over flight and landing rights for all necessary military and 
intelligence operation, provide territorial access to American and allied 
intelligence agencies, and cut tiff nil fuel shipments to the Taliban. Armitage is 
a bull of man. Mahmood must have felt like had been run over by stampede 
by the time he left Rich's office, 1 At the Center nf Ihe Storm by Ceurge Tenet, Pane: 
17')/ 180) 
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BVjwijfi £f\f&/$$ ±^1$ <J >t^iiW*~ £-djW' ^\£ (Stone Age) 

I seriously doubt* however, that Rich actually threatened to 'bomb 
Pakistan back to the stone age. (At the Center or the Storm by George Tenet Page: 
179/180) 

Assuming we could win Musharrafs cooperation. (At the Center of the Storm 
by (ittiryi- Tenet Page: 2(V5) 



After a few pleasantries, 1 explained to President Musharraf that I had 
been dispatched by the U,S president to deliver some very serious information 
to him. I launched into a description of the canipfire meeting between Usama 
bin Ladin al-Zawahiri and the U.T.N leaders. 'Mr. 1'resident, 1 said, "you 
can not imagine the outrage there would be in my country if it were learned 
that Pakistan is coddling scientists who are helping Bin Ladin acquire a 
nuclear weapon. Should such a device ever be used, the full fury of the 
American people would be focused on whoever helped al-Qa'ida in its cause. 

(At tilt- Center «f the Storm by George Tenet Page: 2661 

<r^j">6>fss>)ji\ cia) Jtitj/f^oJisl-As&lr 

'Let me tell you, sir, 'I said,' what steps we need to take. 'I laid out a series 
of steps that required immediate action, I counseled him to look at certain 
elements in the Pakistani military and intelligence establishment. In addition 
to asking for a more vigorous investigation of UTN, I suggested it might be a 
good time for Pakistan to perform a thorough inventory of its nuclear 
material If any had gone mising, both and I needed to know. 
'Can I report to President Bush that we can count on you?' I asked, 'Yes, of 
course,' he replied. (At ihe Center or the Storm l>> George Tenet Page: 267) 
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- *.\j&'!£\£4-j\£jj*ifcf\,£ mC 9/11 

Pakistan's president Musharraf had heroically stepped up in the aftermath 
of 9/11 arid helped us fight al-Qa'ida and the Taliban, Now I was about ask 
hint to help take on a man who had, almost single-handedly, turned Pakistan 
into a nuclear power and was viewed as a national hero in his country. (At the 

Center of the Storm In (k'wge Tenet Page: 2#5| 

'Mr. President,' I said, 'if a country like Libya or Iran or, God forbid, an 
organization like al Qa'ida, gets a working nuclear device and the world 
learns that it come from your country I'm afraid the consequences would be 
devastating*. 

I suggested a few steps we could take jointly to find out the full extent of 
Khan's corruption and to it once and for all. 

President Musharraf asked a few questions and then simply said, Thank 
you, George; I will take care of this. (At the Center of the Storm by George Tenet 
Page: 286) 
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- : U?U |j£^4<£ (Perfectus) 

In 850 a monk called prefectus went shopping in the souk of Cordova, 
capita] of the Muslim state of al-Andalus. Here he was accosted by a group of 
Arabs who asked him whether Jesus or Muhammad was the greater prophet. 
Perfectus understood at once that it was a trick question, because it was a 
capita] offence in the Islamic empire to insult Muhammad, and at first he 
responded cautiously, But suddenly he snapped and burst into a passionate 
stream of abuse, calling the prophet of Islam a charlatan, a sexual pervert 
and Antichrist himself. He was immediately swept off to goal, (Muhammad a 
Biography ofthe I'rupht-i, Pane 21 1 
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Where Christian-Muslim relation were normally good. Like the Jews , 
Christians were allowed full religious liberty within the Islamic empire and 
must Spaniards were proud tu belong to such an advanced culture, light years 
ahead of the rest of Europe, i Muhammad a Biography of the Prophet, Page: 22) 
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Eulogius belonged to mi old Cordtn an family equally distinguished for its 
devotion to Christianity and its hatred of Islam. The grandfather of Fu logins, 
bearing the same name, when he heard the muezzins announcing from their 
minarets the hours of prayer, used to cross himself and chant the words of the 
Psalmist: "Keep not thou silence, O God: hold not thy peace! For, lo, thine 
enemies make a tumult :and they that hate thee have lifted up the head.' 
Great, however, as was the aversion of the family to Musulmans, Joseph, the 
youngest of the three brothers of Eulogius, held an oflficial post under the 
Government, while the other two followed commercial pursuits; a sister 
named Anulo, however, took the veil, and Eulogius himself had been destined 
for the tonsure from his youth. Becoming a pupil of the priests of the church 
of S. Zoilus, he studied night and day with such assiduity that he soon 
outstripped not only his fellow -pupils, but also his teachers. (Spanish Islam: A 
llislon (M" Mi, Moslems In Spain lij Hchihsirt l)u/> :l'iii>r *27.\ Transhilrd With A liiii 
(iraphkal Intrrxliittiiiii; And Addition;!] Notes By t rands (iriftm Stokes London Chatto 
Wmdus 1<>13l 
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This zealous divine acquired a commanding influence over the young 
Kul on ius and it was the Abbot who instilled into his mind that life-long and 
implacable hatred of Islam which characterised his pupil. (Spanish Islam: A 
History Of The Moslems In Spain lly keinhart Dozy: Page 2 74# Translated With A Bio 
Graphical Introduction; And Additional Notes By Francis Griffin Stokes London Chatto 
Windus 1913) 
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Since pnisehtism, to which Kulogius thus pleaded guilty, was not a 
capita] offence, the Kady merely condemned him to be beaten. Eulogius 
instantly made up his mind. Per haps his resolution was due rather to pride 
than to courage ,but he decided that it was a hundred times better for such a 
man as himself to seal with his blood his life-long principles than to submit to 
an ignominious punishment.' Whet thy sword! 'He cried to the Kady: 
'restore my soul to its creator; but think not that I will permit my body to be 
torn with the lash 1 ! 

Thereupon he poured forth a torrent of imprecations against the 
Prophet. He expected to be instantly condemned to death; but the Kady, who 
respected him as the primate elect of Spain, did not venture to assume so 
great a responsibility, and sent him to the palace in order that the Viziers 
might decide his fate. (Spanish Islam; A History Of The Moslems In Spain By Reinharl 
Dozy: Page* 305, 306 Translated With A Bio Graphical Introduction; And Additional Notes 
By Francis Griffin Stnkts London Chattel Windus 1913) 
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Eulogio and Alvaro both believed that the rise of Islam was a preparation 
for the advent of Anti-christ, the great pretender described in the New 
Testament, whose reign would herald the Last Days- The author of the second 
Epistle to the Thessalonians had explained that Jesus would not return until 
the 'Great Apostasy 1 had taken place: a rebel would establish his rule in the 
Temple of Jerusalem and mislead many Christian with his plausible 
doctrines. The Rook of Revelation also spoke of a great Beast, marked with 
the mysterious number 066 ,who would crawl out of the abyss, enthrone 
himself on the Temple Mount and rule the world.6 Islam seemed to these 
ancient prophecies perfectly. The Muslims had conquered Jerusalem in 658, 
had built two splendid mosques on the Temple Mount and did indeed seem to 
rule the world. Even though Muhammad had lived after Christ, when there 
was no need for a further revelation, he had set himself up as a prophet and 
many Christian had apostatized and joined the new religion .Eulogio and 
Alvaro had in their possession a brief life of Muhammad, whieh had taught 
them that he had died in the year 666 the Era of Spain, which was thirty -eight 
years ahead of conventional reckoning. This late eighth century western 
biography of Muhammad had been produced in the monastery of near 
Pamplona on the hinterland of the Christian world, which trembled before 
the mighty Islamic giant. Besides the political threat, the success of Islam 
raised a disturbing theological question: how had God allowed this impious 
faith to prosper? Could it be that he had deserted his own people? 

The diatribes against Muhammad uttered by the Cordovan martyrs had 
been based on this apocalyptic biography. In this fear-ridden fantasy, 
Muhammad was an impostor and a charlatan, who had set himself up as a 
prophet to deceive the world; he was a lecher who had wallowed in disgusting 
debauchery and inspired his followers to do the same; he had forced people to 
convert to his faith at sword point, Islam was not an independent revelation, 
therefore, but a heresy, a failed from of Christianity; it was a violent religion 



of the sword that glorified war and slaughter. (Muhammad a itn^i^iin <>i iin 

Prophet hy Page: 241 
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-'■d*0 l£ Muhammad Prophet for our Time *-Q0>»«-T'lX , ^y^ 
I became convinced of these fifteen years ago, after the fatwah of 
Ayatullah Khomeinihad sentenced Salman Rushdie and his publishers to 
death because of what was perceived to be a blasphemous portrait of 
Muhammad in I In Satanic Verses. I abhorred the fatwah and believed that 
Rushdie's liberal supporters segued from a denunciation of the fatwah to an 
out -and-out condemnation of Islam itself that bore no relation to the facts. 
(Muhammad a Prophet for our Time Page; IK) 
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Salman Rushdie affair has shown that what is perceived as an attack on 
the prophet has violated a sacred area of the Muslim psyche throughout the 
world. It was always a capital offence in the Islamic empire to denigrate 
Muhammad or his religion, but it has particular power to wound Muslims 
today because of the humiliation of the umma at the hands of the Western 
world, i \lLiliumm:id \ mi^riinln nl I hi- lYonhet by Karen Armstrong l\i''v 2f.-li 
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The Arabs found the Qu'ran quite astonishing. It was unlike any other 
literature they had encountered before. Some, as we Khali see, were converted 
immediately, believing that divine inspiration alone could account for this 
extraordinary language. Those who refused to convert were bewildered and 
did not know what to make of this disturbing revelation. Muslim still fined 
the QuVan profoundly moving. They say that when they listen to it they feel 
enveloped in a divine dimension of sound. (Muhammad a Biography of the Prophet. 
Page 49) 

a\ £x & \ <j\? wfcOtf i <=_ LfJJ f iM <L uft if -^ if* Jit (/ &y 6^ A (/> 

His extreme beauty of the Qur'an seems to have penetrated people's 

reserves. < Muhammad a Biography of (tie Prophet, Page: 125) 

JfiMyeff) -I? (& aft/ >fjtAt>. A-^ 1L. f{fu <ji (M i/hftjfjtilj^i&j 

At one level one can say that Muhammad had discovered an entirely new 
literary form, which some people were ready for but which others found 
shocking and disturbing. It was so new so Powerful in its effect that its very 
existence seemed a miracle, beyond the reach of normal human attainment. 
Muhammad's enemies are challenged to produce another work like it. 
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Those who refused to convert were bewildered and did not know what to 
make of this disturbing revelation, (Muhammad a Itiography of tin 1 Prophet, Pagt' 49) 

Islam to the threshold of Europe, john of Segovia pointed out that a new 
way of coping with the Islamic menace bad to be found. It would never be 
defeated by war or conventional missionary activity. He began work on a new 
translation of thcQu'ran, collaborating with a Muslim jurist from 
Salamanca. He also proposed the idea of an international conference, nt 
which there could be an informed exchange of views between Muslims and 
Christians. John died in 1458. before either of bis projects had been brought 
to fruition, but his friend Nicholas of Cusa had been enthusiastic about this 
new approach. In 1460 he written the cribratio Alchoran (This Sieve of the 
Qu'run I. which was not conducted on the usual polemical lines but attempted 
the systematic literary, historical and philological examination of the text that 
John of Segovia had considered essential. During the Renaissance, Arabic 
studies were and this cosmopolitan and encyclopedic approach led some 
scholars to a more realistic assessment of the Muslim world and to an 
abandonment of cruder Crusading attitudes. (Muhammad aEfagraphy o* the 
Prophet, Past 35) 
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Islam a mere imitation of Christianity but it was a clear example of 
idiocy to which all religions Christianity included, could sink. (Muhammad a 
Biography oftlit E'niphtl. E'Hj;e3*j> 
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But the Qu'ran was condemned as the most boring book in the world: 'a 
wearisome, confused jumble .crude, incondite; endless iteration, long- 
wind edness, entanglement; most crude Jncondite, insupportable stupidity in 
short. (Muhammad a itiography of the Prophet, Page 38 1 



Muhammad Prophet ^^^I\y Ii^//\^t^^k\\S^\f L.^ J^" 

-'•UtO l£ for our Time 

Afterwards he found it almost impossible to describe the experience that 
sent him running in anguish down the roeky hillside to his wife. It seemed to 
him that a devastating presence had burst into the cave where he was sleeping 
and gripped him in an overpowering embrace squeezing all the breath from 
his body. In his terror, Muhammad could only thing that he was being 
attacked by a jinnL (Muhammad Prophet for our Time, Page: 21) 

c/*ly^) j3tfj?Lrfl/j&f\mrL.f*jfaJ»fr^1dlfo£S>J^^&J\'% r * 



One of the fiery spirits who haunted the Arabian steppes and frequently 
one lured travelers from the right path. The jinn also inspired the hards and 
soothsayers of Arabia. One poet deserihed his poetic vocation as a violent 
assault; his personal jinni had appeared to him without any warning, thrown 
him to the ground and forced the verses from his mouth. (Muhammad Prophet 
fur iiur I imt' % Page: 21) 

f&gd/b & 2,/ £ 41 _i? & j£ \f- /u>/Jv £&f#\ otfi- ^c? -£. z^j 

So, when Muhammad heard the curl command 'Recite! 1 he immediately 
assumed that he too had become possessed. 'I am no Port ' he pleaded but his 
assailant simply crushed him again, until- just when he thought he could bear 
it no more, he heard the first words of a new Arabic scripture pouring, as if 
unbidden from his lips. (Muhammad Prophet fnrowr Time, Page: 21, 22) 

^z&\jjt/f\j}ttfiZL„t i j!l Muhammad A Biography of the Prophet *-&{& 

Thus Hassan ibn Thabit, the poet of Yathrib who later become a Muslim, 
says that when he received his poetic vocation, his jinni hud appeared to him, 
thrown him to the ground and forced the inspired words from his mouth. 

4 Muhammad ;i llin^rjipln iitllu- I'mphrl. t';ifii' H4. 85 ! 
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Christians would claim that it was Bahira who had coached Muhammad . 

(Muhammad a liio^rnpln of (he Prophet, Page 7K| 
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'Here there are various possibilities. He might have met Jews and 
Christians and talked about religious matters with them. There were 
Christian Arabs on the borders of Syria. Christian Arabs or Abyssinians 
from \ i in in i may have come to Mecca to trade or as slaves. Some of the 
nomadic tribes or clans were Christians, but may still have come to the 
annual trade fair at Mecca .There were also important Jewish groups settled 
at Medina and other places. Thus opportunities for conversation certainly 
existed. Indeed Muhammad is reported to have had some talks with Waraqah 
Khadijah's Christian cousin and during his life time his enemies tried to point 
to Mime of his contacts as the source of his revelation'. 
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Like most Arabs of the time, he was familiar with the stories of Noah, Lot, 
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus and knew that some people expected the 
imminent arrival of an Arab Prophet, < Muhammad Prophet for our Time, Page: 22) 
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-:+.&£ J: The Koran ^Cftf 

Several of which stories or some circumstances of them are taken from the 
old and new testament but many more from the apocryphal hooks and 
traditions of the jews and christians of those ages set up in the koran as truths 
in opposition to the scriptures which the jews and christians are charged with 
having altered and i am apt to helieve that few or none of the relation or 
circumstances in the koran were invented by Muhammad as is generally 
supposed it being easy to trace the greatest part of them much higher. 

Jt {£ feiT/ /^ c3 A ,/<£/_*/ dttfiVUfL. u*f* /f. I/I** f ■* < <j£te 

VAJ* The Koran JtJPn*mJ**jkt£i*?i 



ty)t&Oif\)}£- eft M& f u* 



.An C^/uJa & miff if Ji/iZ u^du? //i 

pVWf _«Pw9 J-S^U, Iptf ^ <li* t&tftaq I^U* 



order-is™") ^it2-^?(tJ)ii/o*££LJr'>ir&/u!t 



Wvcl^Aurtytt WX3i*4f\fimJ -Jilj-fc x-c^ o^i u!^ 1 tji*- 1 * ^ l 



t jrt/u- J\f fj Jt-y lug £L&\-*~ 6"/ ifititj ife** 6^£ wC* ^ f^^Jfy: 

It was a time of great desolation and some Muslim writers have 
attributed his suicidal despair to this period. Had he been deluded after all? 
Or had God found hint wanting as of revelation and abandoned him? 

(Muhammad a Biography of Mil- Prophet, Page K9( 

Muhammad was now about to begin his mission. He had learned to have 
faith in his experiences and he now believed that they eanie directly from 

God .He was no deluded kahili. ( Muhammad a Biography or the Prophet. Page <>(!> 



Ho insisted, thinking that the angle had mistaken him Tor one of the 
disreputable kahins. (Muhammad a Biography of the Prophet, Page 83) 

In 612 at the start of his mission, Muhammad had a modest conception of 
his role .He was no saviour or messiah; he had no universal mission- at this 
date he did not even feel that he should preach to the other Arabs of the 
peninsula. (Muhammad a Biography of the Prophet, Page 911 

Jti jfif- J^/wT?i£ U/U/& f&ii&tftf* fO js^jr,! £_ j? £*l t jkiA\i 
But Muhammad never had any idea that he was founding a new world 

religion, iMiili;iiniii;n] :i Ki<^r;i|iln of the Prophet P;l|»e Kh) 

Muhammad's rejection by the Jews was probably the greatest 
disappointment of his life. (Muhammad A Biography of the Prophet Page 159 1 



At the time of the hijrn Muhammad had no definite vision and no 
concerted policy through which he hoped to achieve si fully articulated 
objective. He never formed those kinds of grand schemes but responded to 
each new event as it occurred. This was essential .He was gradually moving 
towards the unknown and unprecedented and clearly defined ideas and 
policies would inevitably. (Muhammad a Biitgrtiphy of tin- I'ruplu-l Page: 1661 
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Muslims have evolved a symbolic devotion to Muhammad., as I shall 
explain In Chapter 10, but they have never claimed that he is divine. Indeed, 
he is a very human figure in the early history. He does not even bear much 
resemblance to a Christian saint-though, of course, once one penetrates the 
veil of hagiography, the saints themselves become all human, (Muhammad a 
Biography of the Prophet Page 5) 

We never read of Jesus laughing, but wc often find Muhammad smiling 
and teasing the people who were closest to him. We will see him playing with 
children, having trouble with his wives, weeping bitterly when a friend dies 
and showing off his new baby son like any besotted father. (Muhammad a 
Biography of the Prophet Page 52) 
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If we could view Muhammad as wo do any other important historical 
figure »t surely consider him to be one of the greatest geniuses the world has 
known. To create a literary masterpiece, to found a major religion and a new 
world power are not ordinary achievements. (Muhammad a Bfopaphj til fee 
Prophet Page 52 > 



&yk&3fi-fMf\$fk$&ffii&L^&M&\fyL4j&jb/£f3$$LJ$ 
~£fy#J^iLrfi&l2ftd/Z£$$jJLir/\Ji#ffij*xZ f fe^j'\ 



I m M 4 £ (Ji afltrA <SL^\ >>\>%%fi ^LJa. \tf<-fi ***£ * iA i/l'S 



^h)i£o^^^^A }i 4^£*^A^^^^ir-u^>o^iX s u^^^^ 

££jj s$*f -L wL £- t,y>L Xiljl 4-jia tfSjii £. j/j &\ -lCJ'Z U? fy J>* ift }) c£l 

&tf£fL.tX eJ{i*jft,\ U/l^fX *~0^\£- diji^jSjif £ \j£if\J\i- r L 



<L in 4 6 y if* JP £> sfi ~/j>i \SM ^ v" ^S**-4» W /i/i<Ly^^ 

(two -ij^u?l»jflj»lbj^(jCiarif*j*«i3 



Jj IS &\ j|t ojliS out IS JmU 
in $* <=„ ^r *-/ erf j£-j\ vfmjSti ijfLi- ot^iifj^ij/tH &** jh/i 



,0lji1 £ u lTnrti*i J- j— ^.U yi ^iUI jinirij 

It was a time of great desolation and some Muslim writers have attributed 
his suicidal despair to this period. Had he been deluded after all? Or had God 
found him wanting as of revelation and abandoned him? (Muhammad a 
lliujiraphv of the I'ruphul page: 89) 

J^A/a <sJfai*J&\ Jr&nj£\gl iXf\juJ$l i>L CUBS tf .lTjO fj£jt ji\ \j \&fy jU- 



Did he not find thee erring and gu id thee. (Muhammad u Biography cif the 
Pmpliet Pagt W 
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It would lead him in a direction that he had never imagined. (Muhammad a 
Biography of t lit I'niplul Page 9(ll 

In 612, at the start of his mission. Muhammad had a modest conception of 
his role. He was no saviour or me.ssiah; he had no universal mission, at this 
date he did not even feel that he should preach to the other Arabs of the 
peninsula. (Muhammad a Biography or the Prophet Page 91) 

When he began he simply believed that he had been sent to warn the Quraysh 
of the clangers of the course, i Muhammad a Biography of the Prophet Page 911 
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In 612, at the start of his mission. Muhammad had a modest conception of 
his role. He was no saviour or messiah; he had no universal mission- at this 
date he did not even feel that he should preach to the other Arabs of the 
peninsula. (Muhammad a Biography nf the Prophet Page 91) 

When he began he simply believed that he had been sent to warn the 
Quraysh of the dangers of the course. (Muhammad a Biii K raph> <>r thi- Pr*phef Rage 91) 



-HJ$(Jr l£ Muhammad Prophet For our Time wlX/jd-TltX* 

Muhammad \ horizons were beginning to expand. He had been eertuin 
that he had been send simply as a 'Warner' to his own tribe and that "Islam 
was only for the people of Mecca. But now he was beginning to look further 
afield to the people of the Book, who had received earlier revelations. Despite 
confidence that this gave him, he was now desperte. ( Muhammad a Biography of 
the PTOpbet Pa«c«, 93) 

Jtffifi M<? £ J*V o>^\ ~?/u£ **j£ if 4 effe t/' £~ *** ti/u? 

He insisted, thinking that the angle had mistaken him for one of the 
disreputable kahins. (Muhammad ti Biography of the I'rophel Page 83) 



The idea that he had, against hi.s will, probably become a jinn-posscsscd 
kahin Hike I him with sueh despair, says the historian Tabari that he no longer 
wanted to go on living. Rushing from the cave, he began to climb to the 
summit of the mountain to fling himself to his death. But on the mountainside 
he had another vision of a being which, later, he identified with Gabriel. 
(Muhammad a IliographY of the Prophet Page H3> 

Ci ViJf^Or fflrtj&i -USJZjL ?/£-&$ i^twl 

Crawling on his hands and knees, the whole upper part of his body shaking 
convulsively, Muhammad flung himself into her lap. "Cover me 1 Cover me!' 
he cried, begging her to shy him from this terrifving persence .Despite his 
contempt for the kahin, who always covered themselves with a cloak when 
delivering an oracle, Muhammad had instinctively adopted the same posture . 
(Mu (mm mad ;< liici^n)|ih> id' (he Prophet Page 84) 



When the fear receded on that first occasion, Muhammad asked her if he 
had become a kahin; it was the only from of inspiration that was familiar to 
him and despite its towering holiness it also seemed disturbingly similar to the 
experience of the jinn-possessed people of Arabia. Thus Hussan ibn Thahit, 
the poet of yathrib who latter become a Muslim, says that when he received 
his poetic vocation, his jinni, had appeared to him, thrown him to the ground 
and forced the inspired words his mouth. Muhammad had little respect for 
the jinn ,who could be capricious and make mistakes. If this was how al-Llah 
had rewarded him for his devotion, he did not want to live throughout his life, 
Qu'ran shows how sensitive Muhammad was to any suggestion that might 
simply be maj nun possessed by a jinni, and carefully distinguishes. 
(Muhammad ;i Biography ul'lhe Prophet Page 84, 85 J 
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Muhammad was no plaster saint. Hl 1 lived in a violent and dangerous 
society and sometime adopted methods which thiKie of us who have been 
fortunate enough to live in a safer world will find disturbing. iMuhnmrnud a 
Biography of the Prophet l*aseSt/52» 

L? \$A?rf*£/i *Jl£ £. &tsj &!? f U* ^> JH &\> iS?W>* t-Xk ^U &/f)f 

-*/•*#**# PhfJ&i tftJ&HS^rf &Jtfyf*#l tfv«H^ 
kf» &, £tij$ hfjtj #jtfoA*i-**A (/ ^ c/l yfLJ&jtjfdfJsJl* Ms, 



Perhaps this belief in its own divinity also explains why the U.S. 
government has conferred upon itself the right and freedom to murder and 
exterminate people 'for their own good, 1 

When he announced the U.S. air strikes against Afghanistan, President 
Bush Jr. said' .We're a peaceful nation.' He went on to say, 'This is the calling 
of the United States of America, the most free nation in the world, a nation 
built on fundamental values, that rejects hate, rejects violence, rejects 
murderers, rejects evil. And we will not tire 1 . 

The U.S. Empire rests on a grisly foundation: the massacre of millions of 
indigenous people, the stealing of their lands, and following this, the 
kidnapping and enslavement of millions of hlaek people from Africa to work 
that laud. Thousands died on the seas while they were being shipped like 
caged cattle between continents. (www.cuuiiteriwri.-nts.nrK/iJs-mY240H03-litm) 
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In the best-selling version of popular myth as history, U.S. 'goodness' 
peaked during World War II (aka America's War against Fascism). Lost in 
the din of trumpet sound and angel song is the fact that when fascism was in 
full stride in Europe, the U.S. government actually looked away. When Hitler 
was carrying out his genocidal pogrom against Jews, U.S. officials refused 
entry to Jewish refugees fleeing Germany. The United Slates entered the war 
only after the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbour .Drowned out by the noisy 
hosann&s is its most barbaric act, in fact the single most savage act the world 
has ever witnessed: the dropping of the atomic bomb on civilian populations 
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The war was nearly over. The hundreds of 
thousands of Japanese people who were killed, the countless others who were 
crippled by cancers for generations to come, were not a threat to world peace. 
They were civilians. Just as the victims of the World Trade Center and 
Pentagon bombings were civilians. Just as the hundreds of thousands of 
people who died in Iraq because of the U,S,-led sanctions were civilians. The 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was a cold, calculated experiment 
carried out to demonstrate America's power. At the time. President Truman 
described it as "the greatest thing in history .' 

The Second World War, we're told, was a 'war for peace*. The atomic 
bomb was a 'weapon of peace 1 . We're invited to believe that nuclear 
deterrence prevented World War HI. (That was before President George 
liush Jr. came up with the 'pre-emptive strike doctrine*. Was there an 
outbreak of peace after the Second World War? Certainly there was 
(relative) peace in Europe and America - but does that count as world peace? 
Not unless savage ,proxy wars fought in lands where the coloured races live 
(chinks, niggers .dinks, wogs, gooks) don't count as wars at all. 
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Meanwhile, a small white minority that has been historically privileged by 
centuries of brutal exploitation is more secure than ever before. They continue to 
control the land, the farms, the factories, and the abundant natural resources of that 
country. For them the transition from apartheid to neo-Uberalism barely 
disturbed the grass. It's apartheid with a clean conscience. And it goes by the 
name of Democracy. iliti|i;/At « u.inl'm iriiiiimuhji iiiulimjvi,inro/artideJ441.htmi 
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This would involve fighting and bloodshed, but the root jhd implies more 
than a 'holy war'. It signifies a physical, moral ..spiritual and intellectual 
effort. There are plenty of Arabic words denoting armed combat, such as 
harb (war), sira'a (combat), ma'araka (battle) or qital) killing), which the 
Qu'ran could easily have used if war had been the Muslims 'principal way of 
engaging in this effort. Instead it chooses a vaguer, richer word with a wide 
range of connotations. The jihad is not one of the five pillars of Islam. It is not 
the central prop of the religion, despite the common western view. But it was 
and remains a duty for Muslims to commit themselves to a struggle on all 
fronts, moral, spiritual and political, to create a just and decent society, 
where the poor and vulnerable are not exploited, in the way that God had 
intended man to live. Fighting and warfare might sometime be necessary .but, 
it was only a minor part of the whole jihad or struggle. A well- known 
tradition (hadith) has Muhammad say on returning from a battle, 'we return 
from the little jihad to the greater jihad, the more difficult and crucial effort 
to conquer the forces of evil in oneself and in one's own society in the details 
of daily life. (Muhammad a mngraphv oflhi- Prophet Page 16NI 
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Peter had written his own 1 1 nil [si-, which addressed the Muslim world 
gently and with affection: I approach you, as men often do with arms but 

with words; not with force but with reason ,not in hatred but in love I 

love you, loving you, I write to you, writing to you I invite you to salvation/ 
but the title of this treatise was summary of the Whole Heresy of the Diabolic 
sect of the Saracen. Few real Muslim, even if they were able to read the Abbot 
of Cluny's Latin ta\U find such an approach Sympathetic. Even the kindly- 
Abbot, who demonstrated his opposition to the fanaticism of his time on other 
occasion, showed sings of the schizophrenic mentality of Europe vis-224-vis 
Islam. When King Louis VII of France led the second Crusade to the Middle 
East iit 1147, peter wrote to him saying that he hoped he would kill as many 
Muslims as Moses (sic) and Joshua had killed A morites and Canaanites. 
I Mtiluimrtuid li lli<^r;mln nl'lliv I'mpln-t I'ji'jr M\.'M I 
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The Qu'ran was beginning to evolve a theology of the just war: it might 
.sometime be necessary' to fight to preserve decent values. Unless religious 
people had sometime been ready to ward off attack, all their places of 
worship) for example) would have been destroyed. God will give the Muslims 
victory only if they 'perform the prayer, and pay the alms', make just and 
honourable laws and create an equitable society. (Muhammad a Biography or the 
Prop lift. Page M9) 
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'Overnight Muhammad had become the enemy/ (Muhammad Prophet far our 
Time by Karen Armstrimj; Page 75) 

It must have been vary difficult indeed for the Muslims, brought up in 
the jahili spirit, to practice liilin and tui'iu the other cheek. Even Muhammad 
sometime had to struggle to maintain his composure. (Muhammad, Prophet far 
Our Time Page 81} 
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Quran shows that some of the Emigrants found the very idea of fighting 
distasteful But Muhammad was not discouraged, (Muhammad Prophet far Our 

Time Page 127) 

But Muhammad had embarked upon a dangerous course. He was living in 
a chronically violent society and he saw these raids not simply as a means of 
bringing in much - needed income, but as a way of resolving his quarrel with 
the Quraysh. 



Muhammad was not a pacifist. {Muhammad Prophet for Our Time Page 137 1 

He had wanted to cut the cycle of violence and dispossession, not continue 

\V (Muhammad Prophet for Our lime Page 1511 
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Even in Muhammad's own time, smaller Jewish groups remained in 
Medina after 627 and were allowed to live in peace with no further reprisals, 

\1 iiliumiiiutl ;i lii"L'i";i|ih> ol the Prophet, Pag* 209) 
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In the Islamic empire Jews like Christians had full religious liberty; the 
Jews lived there En peace until the creation of the State of Israel in our own 
century .The Jews of Islam never suffered like the Jews of Christendom. 

IMuhammad a Bingr:i|>ln nl lliu Prophet, Page 2I19) 
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It was nearly time to make good on Abu Sufiya's parting shot after UhudY 
'Next year at Badar! ' but Muhammad was playing a very dangerous game. 
He had to make a show of strength. (Muhammad Pruphet fur Our Eime Page 151k 

He had staged a defiant show of strength, which, it was hoped, would bring 
the conflict to an end. Change was coming to this desperate primitive society, 
but for the time being, violence and killing on this scale were the norm. 

(Muhammad Prophet Tor Our Time Page 162) 
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Finally Muhammad issued a general amnesty. Only about ten people were 
put on the black List They included Ikrimah {but not Safwan, for some 
reason .(people who hud spread anti-Muslims propaganda and people who 
had injured the prophet's family. Rut any of these people who asked 
forgiveness seem to have been spared. (Muhammad a Biography uf the Prophet, 
Page 2441 
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The tragedy or Qurayzah may have seemed expedient to the Arabs of 
Muhammad's time, but is not acceptable to us today .Nor was it what 
Muhammad had set out to do. His original aim had been to end the violence 
of jahilij yah, but he was now behaving like an ordinary Arab chieftain , 

niuiumiriuid, I'iiyc 163) 
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Even in Muhammad's own time, smaller Jewish groups remained in 
Medina after 627 and were allowed to live in peace with no further reprisals. 
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The Muslim umma had narrowly escaped extermination at the siege and 
emotions were naturally running high. Quniy/uh had nearly destroyed 
Medina. If Muhammad had let them go they would at once have swelled the 
Jewish opposition at Khaybar and have organized another offensive against 
Medina: the next time the Muslims might not he so lucky. (Muhammad a 
Biography of the Prophet. Page 2081 
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The massacre of Qurayzah is a reminder of the desperate condition of 
Arabia during Muhammad's lifetime. Of course we are right to condemn it 
without reserve, but it was not as great a crime as it would he today. 
Muhammad was not working within a world empire which imposed 
widespread order nor within one of the established religious traditions. He 
had nothing like the Ten Commandments {though even Moses is said to have 
commanded the Israelites to massacre the entire population of Canaan 
shortly after he had told them; Thou shalt not kill.' (Muhammad a Itiograpln »f 
the Prophet, Face 2118) 



This is a grim and horrible story and hideous overtones for most of us 
today. (Muhammad a Uiiijirapliy of the Prophet, I'age 21161 



He knew that Muhammad would be well within his rights, according to the 
convention of Arabia, to massacre the whole tribe, (Muhammad a ni<>sr»Dh> of 

tin' I'rnplu-t Page I S4 i 

Knowing that they were lucky to have escaped with their lives. (Muhammad 
si BiuKrdphy of tin- Prophet Page IS5) 



Nadir had proved to be even more dangerous to the umma after it had left 
medina. (Mnhamnmri a Btagrapty of the Prophet Page 206) 
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Most of the essays in Chomsky's For Reasons of State are about U.S. 
aggression in South Vietnam ,North Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, It was a 
war that lasted more than 12 years .Fifty-eight thousand Americans and 
approximately two million Vietnamese ,Cambodians, and Laotians lost their 
lives. The U.S, deployed half a million ground troops, dropped more than six 
million tons of bombs. (HUYi.e<mnlmwi¥nKnr^uvniy24(WW.htmi 
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